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Einstein’s last derivation of E = mc2

RALPH BAIERLEIN, Northern Arizona University

Einstein’s last derivation of E = mc2 is wonderfully simple and compelling. Before sketching a variation on that derivation,
I will present some history about the word “mass” and settle on what the word means in our context. After the derivation,
I will address the question, what did Einstein mean in 1907 when he introduced the phrase, “the equivalence of mass and
energy”?


