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Developing state-of-the-art Cosmology courses for undergradu-
ate non-science students RAMON LOPEZ-ALEMAN, University of Puerto Rico
— All undergraduate students at the University of Puerto Rico, Rio Piedras are
required to take a General Studies interdisciplinary science course as a requisite for
graduation. We have successfully developed a new course for non-science majors
that deal in current topics of interest including Big Bang cosmology, the uses and
misuses of anthropic principle as a philosophical guide for scientists, dark energy
and accelerated expansion, string theory and quantum gravity, and the current con-
troversy of Intelligent Design vs Evolution by Natural Selection as explanations for
the origins of life on Earth, intelligence and free will in sentient beings. The course
was designed with help of philosophers, neuroscientists, biologists and physicists to
present science as interesting, exciting, and socially useful sets of “stories” to people
who usually dislike and misunderstand traditional science courses.
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