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From Alamogordo to the Nuclear Test-Ban Treaty MICHAEL
FRIEDLANDER, Washington University in St. Louis — After W.W.II., the U.S.
continued its program for the development of nuclear weapons. Winds carried ra-
dioactive debris far beyond the Nevada test site, and these fission products were
deposited by rain, to enter the human food chain. The isotopes of greatest concern
were Sr90 and I131, that, after ingestion, become concentrated in bone and thyroid
respectively. There was a growing public anxiety about possible heath hazards posed
by radiation from this fallout. In March 1958, the Greater St. Louis Citizens’ Com-
mittee for Nuclear Information (C.N.I.) was formed. Among the leaders of C.N.I.
were E. U. Condon and Barry Commoner. The aim of C.N.I. was “to collect and
distribute in the widest possible manner information which the public requires to
understand the present and future problems which arise from potential large-scale
use of nuclear weapons in war; testing of nuclear weapons; and nonmilitary uses of
nuclear energy.” In accordance with its objectives, members of C.N.I. gave many
nontechnical talks, where we described the various forms of radiation and what was
then known about the biological effects of radiation. Some of our members testified
at Congressional committee hearings. We published a newsletter, initially titled
Nuclear Information, and later Scientist and Citizen. In this presentation, I will
describe some of the activities of this idealistic organization.
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