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As the proper scope and nature of arms control continues to be debated, it is certain that technical capabilities and advice will
play a significant role. While national priorities and strategic objectives and broader perspectives of international security
and foreign policy will ultimately dictate, technical expertise and assessment is critical to the identification, development and
evaluation of alternatives. Strategic linkages between arms control, nonproliferation, and homeland security have perhaps
never been so intertwined. Incomplete information and strongly held but disparate views about the potential of science and
technology to amplify threats as readily as they mitigate them creates a highly dynamic environment for policymakers. To
contribute meaningfully scientists and engineers will have to remain engaged with national security debates and think about
the strategic and policy environment in which technical questions are posed to them, and how to identify and frame the
important questions that aren’t.


