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Exploring the doctoral experience through the advisor-advisee
relationship! GEOFF POTVIN, KIM KREUTZER, Department of Engineering
and Science Education, and Department of Mathematical Sciences, Clemson Univer-
sity, ROBERT TAI, Curry School of Education, University of Virginia — This work
explores the graduate experiences of PhD-holders by examining the advisor-advisee
relationship. Using regression analysis on survey data taken from 1084 practicing
professional physicists, we find a number of factors that influence an individual’s
satisfaction with their personal and professional relationship with their dissertation
advisor, including: the primary reason for choosing an advisor, mutual expecta-
tions towards making contact with respect to research, having too frequent (or not
frequent enough) contact, and the nature of an advisor’s support with respect to
research direction. Note also that gender was not a significant predictor of satisfac-
tion, nor was time-to-degree or an advisor’s academic rank. The long-term impact
of the advisor-advisee relationship will also be discussed.

IThis work was supported by NSF Award 0440002.

Geoff Potvin
Department of Engineering and Science Education, and
Department of Mathematical Sciences, Clemson University

Date submitted: 22 Oct 2009 Electronic form version 1.4



