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The project of an interdisciplinary research institute in Senegal was initiated in 1993 in Senegal (West Africa) and became a
template for a similar project in the US in 1999. Since then, numerous meetings and presentations have been held at various
national and international institutions, workshops and conferences. The current development of this partnership includes
drafts for a full design of all systems at each facility, as well as the physics, applied health and educational programs to be
implemented. The Senegal facility was conceived for scientific capacity building and equally to act as a focal point aimed
at using the local scientific expertise. An anticipated outcome would be a contribution to the reduction of an ever-growing
brain drain process suffered by the country, and the African continent in general. The development of the project led also
to a strong African orientation of the facility: built for international collaboration, it is to be a pan-African endeavor and
to serve primarily African countries. The facility received a presidential approval in a 2003 meeting and will develop an
interdisciplinary program centered on a strong materials science research which will also allow for the establishment of an
advanced analytical (physical chemistry) laboratory. A central part of the facility will be linked to state-of-the art accelerator
mass spectrometry, cyclotron and low energy electromagnetic accelerator systems.
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