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I joined the “Alvarez Group” in 1965 and became the last graduate student of Luis Alvarez. I was particularly interested in
how he did it - how he found new projects, decided on new approaches, and rejected ideas that were going nowhere. I soon
found myself in a unique position - the person that he would present his craziest ideas to. He always wanted me to prove
him wrong - so that he wouldn’t waste time on things destined to fail, and could instead invent something new to do. I’ll
talk about his abandoned ideas, his method for finding and deciding on projects, and how I was convinced he was utterly
wasting his time on a project to work with his son Walter to figure out what killed the dinosaurs.


