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Making Time for Spacetime: The Story of a National Science
Cafe Effort1 KENDRA REDMOND, AIP / Society of Physics Students, ANISH
CHAKRABARTI, Society of Physics Students / Drury University — Science Cafes
are live and lively events that take place in casual settings such as coffeehouses or
bars, are open to everyone, and feature an engaging conversation with a scientist
about a compelling scientific topic. The Science Cafe movement in the United States
is a grassroots effort to really engage the public in discussions about science and its
relevance to society, inspired by the United Kingdom Cafe Scientifique organization.
With support from NOVA and the related website sciencecafes.org, a number of
Society of Physics Students chapters hosted local Cosmic Cafes (cosmic themed
science cafes) in late 2011 and early 2012. This presentation will discuss the goals
and models of the Science Cafe movement, the Cosmic Cafe effort, lessons learned,
and how you can get involved.
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