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This presentation will describe the history of the Nuclear Emergency Support Team (NEST) and its evolution over the years.
NEST was formed due to a number of nuclear extortion threats received in the early 1970s. From the beginning NEST
developed an extensive exercise program to test and expand capabilities. The Nuclear Assessment Program (NAP) was
developed, in part, to determine if NEST deployments were required. A major revamp of the NEST program occurred in
1994. Many other organizations work in conjunction with NEST in particular the FBI and DOD. Considerable research and
development has been performed in the areas of Access, Search, Diagnostics, Device Assessment, and Disablement. Extensive
searches of material appearing in the unclassified literature have been and are being performed to see what is being said
about nuclear materials and devices. A comprehensive study of Improvised Nuclear Devices (IND) is ongoing to determine
what a terrorist can and cannot do. NEST now consists of four phases with the latest additions of Phase III, Disposition
and Phase IV, Nuclear Forensics. LLNL-ABS-521775


