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Stuart Freedman obtained his PhD at Berkley with an experimental thesis providing very strong evidence against theories
requiring local hidden variables. He then came to Princeton in 1972 and began collaboration on a search for second-class
currents. These measurements are quite difficult as the effects are the order of 1%, demonstrating Freedman’s drive to take
on hard but important experiments. After carrying out some relatively standard nuclear physics measurements he moved on
to Stanford in 1976. There, Freedman was involved in identifying measurements sensitive to the existence of light axions.
He also carried out searches for various exotica that might be produced from cosmic rays or the SLAC beam stop. During
this time he was collaborating with us at Argonne investigating nuclear parity violation and time-like axial beta decay. In
1982 Freedman came to Argonne where he worked on fundamental issues in neutron beta decay. He also initiated what
was to become one of his trademarks, demonstrating that surprising peaks in the e+-e− spectrum observed in very heavy
ion collisions were spurious. He further launched his first neutrino oscillation experiment. This period of early research was
marked by a remarkable diversity of subject matter and approach.


