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My Path Into X-Ray, Optics and Pressure: Experiences and Achievements1

WILLIAM EVANS, Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory

A successful career path in science is rarely formulaic or achieved by following a predefined set of actions. Sustained com-
mitment, perseverance, performance and relationships are all key ingredients. Judicious selection of opportunities (research
projects, employers, etc.) can lead to significant scientific accomplishments and career advancements. In this presentation I
will review the trajectory of my scientific career spanning my experiences from the Westinghouse STS and ISEF, through Cal-
tech and Harvard to my current position of High Pressure Physics Group Leader at Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory.
I will discuss my involvement in some exciting research projects using x-ray synchrotron sources and optical spectroscopy
to study static and dynamic properties of materials at high-pressures. In addition, I will share my perspectives on the
importance of excellence, preparedness and the value of professional relationships.
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