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One of the overarching goals of nuclear physics is the development of a comprehensive model of the atomic nucleus with
predictive power across the nuclear chart. Of particular importance for the development of nuclear models is experimental
data that consistently track the effect of isospin and changed binding, for example. The chain of Sn isotopes has been
a formidable testing ground for nuclear models as some spectroscopic data is available from N = Z = 50 '°°Sn in the
proximity of the proton dripline to '34Sn, beyond the very neutron-rich doubly magic nucleus 32Sn. In even-even nuclei,
the electromagnetic quadrupole excitation strength is a measure of quadrupole collectivity, sensitive to the presence of shell
gaps, nuclear deformation, and nucleon-nucleon correlations, for example. In the Sn isotopes, this transition strength has
been reported from 1%4Sn to ¥°Sn, spanning a chain of 14 even-even Sn isotopes. The trend is asymmetric with respect to
midshell and not even the largest-scale shell-model calculations have been able to describe the evolution of transition strength
across the isotopic chain without varying effective charges. Implications will be discussed.
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