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The LIGO Scientific Collaboration (LSC) is a self-governing collaboration seeking to detect gravitational waves, use them to
explore the fundamental physics of gravity, and develop gravitational wave observations as a tool of astronomical discovery.
The LSC works toward this goal through research on, and development of techniques for, gravitational wave detection; and
the development, commissioning and exploitation of gravitational wave detectors. The LSC, funded in 1997, has now many
hundreds of scientists in 16 countries, with a diverse range of skills and background. The LSC is preparing for a discovery
era with Advanced LIGO detectors starting in the next few years; we will describe the features and challenges of the LSC
organization in such an exciting time.


