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Since the mid 20th century physical scientists have engaged in two fierce public debates on issues that posed existential
risks to modern society: nuclear weapons and global warming. The two overlapped with a third major debate over the
deployment of nuclear power reactors. Each controversy included technical disagreements raised by a minority among the
scientists themselves. Despite efforts to deal with the issues objectively, the scientists became entangled in left vs. right
political polarization. All these debates, but particularly the one over climate change, resulted in a deterioration of public
faith in the objectivity and integrity of scientists.


