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Curricular Adaptations in Introductory Physics Labs BENJAMIN
W. DREYFUS, MARY EWELL, George Mason University, KIMBERLY MOORE,
University of Maryland, College Park — When curricular materials are disseminated
to new sites, there can be a tension between fidelity to the original intent of the
developers and adaptation to local needs. In this case study we look at a lab activity
that was initially developed for an introductory physics for the life sciences (IPLS)
course at the University of Maryland, then implemented at George Mason University
with significant adaptations. The goals of the two implementations were overlapping,
but also differed in ways that are reflected in the two versions of the lab. We compare
student lab report data from the two sites to examine the impacts of the adaptation
on how students engaged with the lab.
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