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Growing Physics and Astronomy Public Outreach in Montreal
GABRIELLE SIMARD, McGill University , KELLY LEPO, McGill Space Institute
— AstroMcGill was founded in 2011 by an enthusiastic group of undergraduate
students, graduate students and post-doctoral fellows. It serves as the education
and public outreach (EPO) branch of the astronomy group within the Physics De-
partment at McGill University in Montreal, Quebec. Over the last five years, As-
troMcGill has grown from organizing sporadic visits in a couple primary schools
to running a successful inquiry-based outreach programme for grade 4-6 students,
the McGill Space Explorers. During the same time span, the attendance at public
AstroNight lectures ramped up from attracting a few dozen people to over 500 peo-
ple each month. We will highlight the recent successes of the programme and our
best guesses for the reasons behind this success. We will also discuss the challenges
of working in a bilingual city as we juggle our majority anglophone volunteers, a
mandatory french science curriculum for primary school children and the (somewhat)
overlapping English- and French-speaking communities in the city.
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