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Development and validation of a new survey: Perceptions of Teaching as a Profession (PTaP)
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To better understand the impact of efforts to train more science teachers such as the PhysTEC Project and to help with
early identification of future teachers, we are developing the survey of Perceptions of Teaching as a Profession (PTaP) to
measure students’ views of teaching as a career, their interest in teaching and the perceived climate of physics departments
towards teaching as a profession. The instrument consists of a series of statements which require a response using a 5-point
Likert-scale and can be easily administered online. The survey items were drafted by a team of researchers and physics
teacher candidates and then reviewed by an advisory committee of 20 physics teacher educators and practicing teachers. We
conducted 27 interviews with both teacher candidates and non-teaching STEM majors. The survey was refined through an
iterative process of student interviews and item clarification until all items were interpreted consistently and answered for
consistent reasons. In this presentation the preliminary results from the student interviews as well as the results of item
analysis and a factor analysis on 900 student responses will be shared.


