Abstract Submitted
for the APR21 Meeting of
The American Physical Society

The “TenDaysPhysics4Teenagers” Experience in Pavia CHIARA
AIME’, Univ Degli Studi Di Pavia, INFN-Pavia, DANIELE AURELIO, Univ
Degli Studi Di Pavia, ETTORE BUDASSI, Univ Degli Studi Di Pavia, INFN-
Pavia, DIEGO MARAGNANO, Univ Degli Studi Di Pavia, PAOLO MONTAGNA,
MICHELE PIROLA, Univ Degli Studi Di Pavia, INFN-Pavia, SIMONE RESTELLI,
Univ Degli Studi Di Pavia, DAVIDE SANTOSTASI, Benedetto Cairoli High School
Vigevano, Univ Degli Studi Di Pavia, SIMONE VENTURINI, LUCA ZATTI, Univ
Degli Studi Di Pavia — For almost a decade, the Physics Department of the
University of Pavia, in northern Italy, has been offering a summer school “Ten-
DaysPhysicsd4Teenagers” to around thirty high-school students from various cities.
The attendees are presented with a theoretical and experimental introduction to
modern physics (nuclei and particles, condensed matter, medical physics, astro-
physics). The program involves lectures, lab sessions, guided tours to the Pavia
nuclear reactor and to the University Museum, and a weekend of observational as-
tronomy. Being in close contact with professors, researchers, and students of the
Department, the attendees can sate their curiosity and whet their critical attitude
in a friendly and informal atmosphere. Due to the CoViD-19 pandemic, the 2020
summer school was readapted to avoid lab sessions; live experiments during the sem-
inars were introduced, and the number of in-presence attendees was cut. However,
thanks to the lectures live streaming, we reached about fifty participants overall.
This school has proved to be an effective way to promote physics to high school
students, as shown by the number of former attendees (15/35 for 2019 edition) now
enrolled in our Department.
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