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Crisis transitions to online physics teaching: Empathy and
above average quality1 ADRIENNE TRAXLER, Wright State University, ERIC
BREWE, SARAH SCANLIN, Drexel University — We surveyed a national sample
of United States physics faculty about the COVID-19 transition to online learn-
ing. The majority of faculty had 1-2 weeks to prepare and no prior experience with
teaching online. They relied on department peers to discuss approaches and used
lecture adaptations such as videoconferencing rather than new curricular elements.
Their responses were empathetic to the students’ situation, and 90% said they were
average or above at implementing online instruction. Faculty’s preference for local
resources and existing methods suggests that in a crisis, strong network ties will
dominate as information sources, with consequences for professional development
and instructional change.

1Supported by NSF DUE-2027958 and DUE-2027963

Adrienne Traxler
Wright State University

Date submitted: 08 Jan 2021 Electronic form version 1.4


