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Renewing Liquid Fueled Molten Salt Reactor Research and De-
velopment RUSTY TOWELL, Abilene Christian University, NEXT LAB TEAM
— Globally there is a desperate need for affordable, safe, and clean energy on de-
mand. More than anything else, this would raise the living conditions of those in
poverty around the world. An advanced reactor that utilizes liquid fuel and molten
salts is capable of meeting these needs. Although, this technology was demonstrated
in the Molten Salt Reactor Experiment (MSRE) at ORNL in the 60s, little progress
has been made since the program was cancelled over 40 years ago. A new research
effort has been initiated to advance the technical readiness level of key reactor com-
ponents. This presentation will explain the motivation and initial steps for this new
research initiative.
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