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Startups and large corporations are full of physicists, many hiding in plain sight. Why? I will discuss the strong parallels
between basic research in nuclear/particle physics, founding teams at great startups, and leaders at some of the world’s
largest corporations. How big are these opportunities (mission and capital), and what can we do to help prepare more
physicists for such roles? I will provide lessons learned from my winding career that began at the NSCL as a philosophy
undergrad, proceeded through a PhD, postdoc and brief stint as faculty, and continued through the founding of an early
cloud computing startup, a sale to IBM, and the founding of one of Silicon Valley’s most active venture capital firms.


