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Thomas Gold’s Intense Solar Wind; It’s evidence in prehistoric
petroglyphs recorded along rivers in North and South America A.L. PER-
ATT, Los Alamos National Laboratory — A past intense solar outburst and its
effect on Earth circa 8,000 BCE was proposed by Gold who based his hypothe-
ses on astronomical and geophysical evidence [1]. The discovery of high-current
Z-pinch patterns in Neolithic petroglyphs provides evidence for this occurrence and
insight into the origin and meaning of these ancient symbols produced by mankind.
These correspond to mankind’s visual observations of ancient aurora if the solar
wind had increased between one and two orders of magnitude millennia ago [2]. Our
data show identical MHD patterns from surveys along 300 km of the Orinoco River
(Venezuela), the Chuluut River (Mongolia), the Columbia River (USA), Red Gorge
(South Australia) and the Urubamba River (Peru). Three-dimensional, high-fidelity
PIC simulations of intense Z-pinches replicate the carved data [3]. 1. T. Gold, Pon-
tificiae Academiae Scientiarvm Scripta Varia, 25, 159, 1962. 2. A. L. Peratt. Trans.
Plasma Sci. 35. 778. 2007. 3. A. L. Peratt and W. F. Yao, Physica Scripta, T130,
August 2008.
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