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Town Meeting on Plasma Physics at the National Science Foun-
dation — We invite you to the Town Meeting on the role of the National Science
Foundation (NSF) in supporting basic and applied research in Plasma Physics in
the U.S. The overarching goal of NSF is to promote the progress of science and to
enable training of the next generation of scientists and engineers at US colleges and
universities. In this context, the role of the NSF Physics Division in leading the
nearly 20 year old NSF/DOE Partnership in Basic Plasma Science and Engineering
serves as an example of the long history of NSF support for basic plasma physics
research. Yet, the NSF interest in maintaining a healthy university research base
in plasma sciences extends across the Foundation. A total of five NSF Divisions
are participating in the most recent Partnership solicitation, and a host of other
multi-disciplinary and core programs provide opportunities for scientists to perform
research on applications of plasma physics to Space Solar Physics, Astrophysics,
Accelerator Science, Material Science, Plasma Medicine, and many sub-disciplines
within Engineering. This Town Meeting will provide a chance to discuss the full
range of relevant NSF funding opportunities, and to begin a conversation on the
present and future role of NSF in stewarding basic plasma science and engineering
research at US colleges and universities. We would like to particularly encourage
early career scientists and graduate students to participate in this Town Meeting,
though everyone is invited to join what we hope to be a lively discussion.
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