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A new popular science book: The Future of Fusion Energy
JUSTIN BALL, Ecole Polytechnique Federale de Lausanne, JASON PARISI, Uni-
versity of Oxford — The gap between the state of fusion energy research and public
understanding is vast. In an entertaining and engaging narrative, this popular sci-
ence book gives readers the basic tools to understand how fusion works, its potential,
and contemporary research problems.
Written by two young researchers in the field, “The Future of Fusion Energy” ex-
plains how physical laws and the Earth’s energy resources motivate the current
fusion program — a program that is approaching a critical point. The world’s
largest science project and biggest ever fusion reactor, ITER, is nearing completion.
Its success could trigger a worldwide race to build a power plant, but failure could
delay fusion by decades. To these ends, this book details how ITER’s results could
be used to design an economically competitive power plant as well as some of the
many alternative fusion concepts.
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