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Wall Fusion — Following extensive investigation of plasmas almost fully surrounded
by solid or liquid lithium walls coatings, the Lithium Tokamak Experiment was
upgraded to LTX-β with the addition of a neutral beam, higher magnetic fields,
and improved diagnostics. The main goal of LTX-β is to extend the low-recycling
regime first observed in LTX to higher performance, steadier discharges with neutral
beam heating and fueling. Initial measurements of confinement and plasma-material
interactions have been made with new and enhanced diagnostics, and additional di-
agnostic upgrades underway will allow better kinetic profiles and the determination
of wall recycling. Machine upgrades also in progress will further increase plasma
current, enhance neutral beam coupling, and improve lithium wall conditioning.
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