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The Board on Physics and Astronomy of the National Academies of Science, Engineering and Medicine (NASEM) conducts
decadal surveys of the major fields of physics. The decadal surveys summarize progress over the past 10 years, anticipate
science challenges and opportunities for the coming 10 years, and make policy recommendations for US Federal agencies.
Although the policy recommendations are targeted to US agencies, the science findings, challenges and technical recommen-
dations are internationally relevant. Plasma 2020 is the fourth decadal survey for plasma physics conducted by NASEM
whose prepublication report was released to the public in late May 2020. The report, Plasma Science: Enabling Technology,
Sustainability, Security, and Exploration [1] discusses plasma science accomplishments and challenges in basic plasma sci-
ence, laser-plasma interactions, high energy density physics, magnetic fusion energy, low temperature plasmas and space and
astrophysical plasmas. The report highlights opportunities for interagency and interdisciplinary collaborations to meet these
challenges. An overview of the report will be given with emphasis on opportunities for the low temperature plasma commu-
nity. [1] https://www.nap.edu/catalog/25802/plasma-science-enabling-technology-sustainability-security-and-exploration
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