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In this talk I will discuss recent results from RHIC and the implications for the formation of matter with partonic degrees of freedom.
The focus will be on the collective properties. I will also discuss the future for the RHIC program specifically stressing the importance of
both heavy flavor measurements and the search for the QCD critical point. Finally, I will emphasize that the combined efforts at LHC,
RHIC and the future facilities FAIR and NICA, will allow us to study the structure of QCD matter at different states of excitation.


