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Albert Einstein traveled to America by boat during the great depression to consult with scientists at the California Institute
of Technology. He was a theoretical physicist, a Nobel Prize winner, and a 20th century folk hero. Few members of the general
public understood his theories, but they idolized him all the same. The invitation came from physicist Robert Millikan, who
had initiated a visiting-scholars program at Caltech shortly after he became head of the school in 1921. Einstein’s visits to the
campus in 1931, 1932, and 1933 capped Millikan’s campaign to make Caltech one of the physics capitals of the world. Mount
Wilson astronomer Edwin Hubble’s discovery that redshifts are proportional to their distances from the observer challenged
Einstein’s cosmological picture of a static universe. The big question at Caltech in 1931 was whether Einstein would give
up his cosmological constant and accept the idea of an expanding universe. By day, Einstein discussed his theory and its
interpretation at length with Richard Tolman, Hubble, and the other scientists on the campus. By night, Einstein filled his
travel diary with his personal impressions. During his third visit, Einstein sidestepped as long as possible the question of
whether conditions in Germany might prevent his return there. After the January 30 announcement that Hitler had become
chancellor of Germany, the question could no longer be evaded. He postponed his return trip for a few weeks and then went
to Belgium for several months instead of to Berlin. In the fall of 1933, Albert Einstein returned to the United States as an
emigre and became a charter member of Abraham Flexner’s new Institute for Advanced Study in Princeton, New Jersey.
Why did Einstein go to Princeton and not Pasadena?


