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International science cooperation - e.g. science for diplomacy - has long been an important tool in the US foreign policy approach. Cold
War science exchanges and development of institutions such as ITASA in Vienna, Austria played a critical role in increasing contacts and
building trust between the adversaries. American - Chinese science exchanges starting in the 1970’s laid the groundwork for increased
interactions between the two countries. While such a deep history of exchange with the Muslim world U.S. policy, scientific diplomacy
should now be a central point of any broader diplomatic engagement with these countries. Although perceptions of the U.S. are at
historical lows throughout the region, recent polling continues to show that U.S. science and scientists remain highly respected. In part
as a response to this unpopularity of the U.S. throughout the broader Middle East, President Bush appointed Karen Hughes, one of his
most trusted advisers, to serve as the Under Secretary of State for Public Diplomacy - a position that is charges with improving the U.S.
image abroad. This presentation will demonstrate that Under Secretary Hughes has valuable resources within the scientific community
that are willing, able and proactively engaging with the Muslim world. The paper will highlight some of the key areas of cooperation,
and highlight areas and programs that AAAS is using to further engage elements of the Muslim scientific community.



