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A Road Less Traveled: An Editorial Career
MANOLIS ANTONOYIANNAKIS, (1) Physical Review Letters (2) Columbia University

It has been said that no life is completed the way one had planned for it, and mine is no exception to that rule so far. When
I was graduating with a BSc I was convinced I'd be doing physics research for the rest of my life — and when I was getting
my PhD I was sure I’d be teaching high school physics and helping others learn for the foreseeable future. Yet, 9 years
later, I am not doing either of these as a full time job, and I've changed my mind a couple more times as to what career
path (and broader lifestyle) would work best for me. In the intervening years, I've learnt to embrace change as a tool for
carving my own path, and to be wary of the certainties that can tie oneself to a “safe” but uninspiring future. I studied at
the University of Thessaloniki, Greece, and at Royal Holloway University of London (BSc); also at the University of Illinois
at Urbana-Champaign (MSc) and at Imperial College London (PhD). After my PhD (and the national military service in
Greece), I taught at high-school level for a couple of years in Crete, Greece. At the same time, I was science editor for Crete
University Press, Greece’s major university press. From there, I jumped onto the APS editorial boat: First to PRB (2003),
then to PRL (2007), where I am now an Assistant Editor. I also have an adjunct research position at Columbia University.



