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Through my performance company, Capacitor, I have designed a novel conceptual space - “the Capacitor Lab” - where
artists and scientists exchange ideas and information about a concept that underlies my next performance piece. In 2000,
I invited astronomers to advise my company on Earth’s relationship to outer space. In 2003, we invited geophysicists into
the dance studio to advise us about the layers of the Earth. In 2006, we invited an ecologist to the Monteverde Cloud forest
to advise us on the on the quiet interactions among animals and plants in the forest. Currently we are working on a piece
about ocean exploration, marine ecology, and the physics of sound underwater. Each of these Capacitor Labs results in a
conceptually-rich dance piece which we perform in cities nationally and internationally. In my talk, I take a deeper look at
the creative process that scientists and artists share. In the Capacitor labs, the process serves not only our creative team, but
also our participating scientists by giving them an opportunity to view their own work in a new light. These collaborations
are part of my ongoing research into creative problem solving and my belief that it is essentially the same process regardless
of its application.


