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Twenty-five years ago, soon after the concept of quasicrystals was introduced! and the first examples were synthesized in
the laboratory,? the search for a naturally-forming quasicrystal began. For many years, the search was informal. However,
beginning about a decade ago,® a systematic search was developed that, through planning and much serendipity, led to the
discovery this past year of a natural candidate embedded in a rock reported to have been found in a remote region on the
northern Kamchatka peninsula.* The talk will describe the search for natural quasicrystals and the implications for physics
and geology.
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