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The New APS Topical Group on the Physics of Climate: History,
Objectives and Panel Discussion JAMES BRASSEUR, Penn State University,
ROBERT BEHRINGER, Duke University — The GPC Chair will introduce the
new APS Topical Group on the Physics of Climate (GPC), describe its history and
objectives, and introduce the current GPC leadership before opening the floor to a
panel discussion. The GPC resulted from two petitions that emerged from the con-
troversy that followed the APS Statement on Climate Change (see APS website).
The two proposals were merged and an organization committee formed by the APS
leadership. After a long organizational period in 2011, the GPC bylaws were final-
ized with the following key objective: The objective of the GPC shall be to promote
the advancement and diffusion of knowledge concerning the physics, measurement,
and modeling of climate processes, within the domain of natural science and outside
the domains of societal impact and policy, legislation and broader societal issues.
The objective includes the integration of scientific knowledge and analysis methods
across disciplines to address the dynamical complexities and uncertainties of climate
physics. The GPC Invited and Focus Sessions at this March meeting are the inaugu-
ral GPC events. The Program Committee Chair will moderate a panel between the
attending GPC leadership and audience to solicit suggestions for potential future
GPC events that advance the GPC objectives.
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