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e-Learning - Physics Labs HASHINI MOHOTTALA, University of
Hartford — The general student population enrolled in any college level class is
highly diverse. An increasing number of “nontraditional” students return to college
and most of these students follow distance learning degree programs while engaging
in their other commitments, work and family. However, those students tend to avoid
taking science courses with labs, mostly because of the incapability of remotely com-
pleting the lab components in such courses. In order to address this issue, we have
come across a method where introductory level physics labs can be taught remotely.
In this process a lab kit with the critical lab components that can be easily accessible
are conveniently packed into a box and distributed among students at the beginning
of the semester. Once the students are given the apparatus they perform the exper-
iments at home and gather data All communications with reference to the lab was
done through an interactive user-friendly webpage – Wikispaces (WikiS). Students
who create pages on WikiS can submit their lab write-ups, embed videos of the
experiments they perform, post pictures and direct questions to the lab instructor.
The students who are enrolled in the same lab can interact with each other through
WikiS to discuss labs and even get assistance.
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