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The Physics of Quidditch Summer Camp: An Interdisciplinary
Approach DONNA HAMMER, TIM UHER, University of Maryland — The Uni-
versity of Maryland Physics Department has developed an innovative summer
camp program that takes an interdisciplinary approach to engaging and teaching
physics. The Physics of Quidditch Camp uniquely sits at the intersection of physics,
sports, and literature, utilizing the real-life sport of quidditch adapted from the
Harry Potter novels to stimulate critical thinking about real laws of physics and leaps
of imagination, while actively engaging students in learning the sport and discussing
the literature. Throughout the camp, middle school participants become immersed
in fun physics experiments and exciting physical activities, which aim to build and
enhance skills in problem-solving, analytical thinking, and teamwork. This camp
has pioneered new ways of teaching physics to pre-college students, successfully en-
gaged middle school students in learning physics, and grown a large demand for such
activities.
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