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Science and Technology Diplomacy with Cuba
FRANCES COLON, US Department of State

President Obama’s announcement of U. S. policy change toward Cuba and increased freedom of interaction with the Cuban
people opens unprecedented and long-awaited opportunities for the scientific and engineering communities in the U. S. and in
Cuba to establish and expand collaborative efforts that will greatly advance U.S. and Cuba science and technology agendas.
New rules for export of donated-only items for scientific use will bring researchers closer to the level of their professional peers
around the world. Increasing Cubans’ access to information will result in greater interactions between scientific communities
and enable the sharing of ideas and discoveries that can fuel entrepreneurship on the island. The scientific community has
expressed an extraordinary level of interest in the wide range of scientific opportunities that the new policy presents, in
collaborating with their Cuban counterparts, and in supporting the development of scientific capacity in Cuba. In response
to numerous expressions of interest and inquiries from the scientific community, the Office of the Science and Technology
Adviser to the Secretary of State (STAS) has engaged in public outreach to inform the U.S. science and technology community
of the implications of the new policy for collaborative research, emerging scientific opportunities, and the standing limitations
for engagement with the people of Cuba.



