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Discover Science Initiative, outreach and professional develop-
ment at the University of California, Irvine! JILL PESTANA, JAMES
EARTHMAN, Univ of California - Irvine — Discover Science Initiative (DSI) is
an unprecedented success in the Southern Californian community by reaching out
to over 5,000 participants through eight hands-on workshops on topics from fungi
to the physics of light, and two large events in the past year. The DSI vision is to
provide an avenue for University of California, Irvine (UCI) students and faculty
from all departments to engage with the local community through workshops and
presentations on interdisciplinary, state-of-the-art STEM research unique to UCI.
DSI provides professional development opportunities for diverse students at UCI,
while providing outreach at one of the most popular educational centers in South-
ern California, the Discovery Cube, which hosts over 400,000 guests each year. In
DSI, students engage in peer-to-peer mentoring with guidance from the UCI School
of Education in designing workshops, leading meetings, and managing teams. Also,
students practice science communication, coached by certified communications train-
ers. Students involved in DSI learn important skills to complement their academic
degrees, and stay motivated to pursue their career goals.

!Support for DSI is from Diverse Educational and Doctoral Experience (DECADE)
at UCI.
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