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My Summer with Science Policy1 MARISSA MURRAY, Georgetown
Univ — This past summer I interned at the American Institute of Physics and
helped research and write articles for the FYI Science Policy Bulletin. FYI is an
objective digest of science policy developments in Washington, D.C. that impact
the greater physical sciences community. Over the course of the summer, I inde-
pendently attended, analyzed, and reported on a variety of science, technology, and
funding related events including congressional hearings, government agency advi-
sory committee meetings, and scientific society events. I wrote and co-wrote three
articles on basic energy research legislation, the National Institute of Standards and
Technology improvement act, and the National Science Foundation’s big ideas for
future investment. I had the opportunity to examine some challenging questions
such as what is the role of government in funding applied research? How should sci-
ence priorities be set? What is the right balance of funding across different agencies
and programs? I learned about how science policy is a two-way street: science is
used to inform policy decisions and policy is made to fund and regulate the conduct
of science. I will conclude with how my summer working with FYI showed me the
importance of science advocacy, being informed, and voting.
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