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The “AAPT Recommendations for the Undergraduate Physics Laboratory Curriculum” was endorsed by the American
Association of Physics Teachers Executive Board in November 2014. This set of curriculum recommendations focuses on
developing skills and competencies that will prepare students for research in graduate school and for jobs in the STEM sector,
education, and many other employment sectors. The recommendations can be used to guide changes in laboratory curricula,
to assess department laboratory curricula during program reviews, and to educate university officials about the importance of
laboratory experiences. The recommendations offer many potential opportunities for collaboration between physics education
researchers and laboratory instructors in studying skill development in the lab and how various elements of the laboratory
curriculum can best be assessed. There are also discussions underway to create an online resource for laboratory instructors
to share implementation ideas and resources. This presentation provides an overview of these recommendations and their
development, how the recommendations are currently being used, and opportunities for expanded use of the recommendations
going forward.


