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Demystifying the Expert ANCA CONSTANTIN, KLEBERT
FEITOSA, James Madison University — We present here a program that aims
at significantly diminishing the increasingly pervasive fear of approaching scientific
concepts, particularly for people without math related backgrounds or interests. We
built a series of grassroots yet unique science shows delivered in an up-beat, vi-
sually, and socially appealing environment, that bring forward the crucially needed
bridge between the realm of scientific research and that of ordinary people through...
comedy. While staged by two physics professors as hosts, the hilarious interactions
between a science expert and a student-led improvisational comedy troupe constitute
the main tool to unlock, decipher, and enjoy the mystery of the scientific research.
Our program gets everyone in with lots of laughs, at no expense to academic quality,
community involvement, diversity, excellence, integrity, and student focus. Our in-
dependent dedicated website for this project (sites.jmu.edu/demystifying), archives
the podcasts (soundcloud.com/demystifying), short segment videos, blog posts, ex-
perts bios, photo albums, testimonials, press releases, along with quantitative results
of our assessment efforts. The overarching goal of this program is to pioneer a low
cost yet efficient method of science education that can be replicated world wide.
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