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Improving High School Physics Through An Outreach
Initiative! NOUREDINE ZETTILI, Department of Physical & Earth
Sciences, Jacksonville State University, Jacksonville, AL 36265 — We
want to discuss our outreach initiative at Jacksonville State Univer-
sity designed to help improve the teaching of physics at a number of
high schools in Northeast Alabama. This initiative is part of Project
IMPACTSEED (IMproving Physics And Chemistry Teaching in SEc-
ondary Education), a No-Child Left Behind grant funded by the Al-
abama Commission on Higher Education. This project is motivated
by a major pressing local need: A large number of high school physics
teachers teach out of field. IMPACTSEED is designed to achieve a dou-
ble aim: (a) to make physics and chemistry understandable and fun to
learn within a hands-on, inquiry-based setting; (b) to overcome the fear-
factor for physics and chemistry among students. Through a two-week
long summer institute, a series of weekend workshops designed to help
bring technology into physics classrooms, onsite support, and a hotline,
we have been providing year-round support to the physics/chemistry
teachers in this area. IMPACTSEED aims at providing our students
with a physics/chemistry education that enjoys a great deal of continu-
ity and consistency from high school to college.

!Supported by the Alabama Commission on Higher Education.
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