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Service Learning In Physics: The Consultant Model DAVID
GUERRA, Saint Anselm College — Each year thousands of students across the
country and across the academic disciplines participate in service learning. Unfor-
tunately, with no clear model for integrating community service into the physics
curriculum, there are very few physics students engaged in service learning. To
overcome this shortfall, a consultant based service-learning program has been devel-
oped and successfully implemented at Saint Anselm College (SAC). As consultants,
students in upper level physics courses apply their problem solving skills in the
service of others. Most recently, SAC students provided technical and managerial
support to a group from Girl’s Inc., a national empowerment program for girls in
high-risk, underserved areas, who were participating in the national FIRST Lego
League Robotics competition. In their role as consultants the SAC students pro-
vided technical information through brainstorming sessions and helped the girls stay
on task with project management techniques, like milestone charting. This consul-
tant model of service-learning, provides technical support to groups that may not
have a great deal of resources and gives physics students a way to improve their
interpersonal skills, test their technical expertise, and better define the marketable
skill set they are developing through the physics curriculum.
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