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Using the Open Source Physics library to teach about com-
puter simulations in physics JAN TOBOCHNIK, Kalamazoo College, HAR-
VEY GOULD, Clark University, WOLFGANG CHRISTIAN, Davidson College —
The Open Source Physics (OSP) library provides a flexible and powerful set of Java
classes and interfaces for writing computer programs in the context of physics. The
third edition of our computer simulation textbook (by H. Gould, J. Tobochnik, and
W. Christian) uses the OSP library. I will demonstrate some of the capabilities of the
OSP library and how our text can be used to teach students how to learn physics
using computer simulations. Partial funding for this work was obtained through
NSF grant DUE-0126439.
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