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Optical and Multiwavelength Variability Studies of Active
Galaxies1 MARKUS BOETTCHER, Ohio University — Highlights of recent re-
sults of observational and theoretical research on a class of active galaxies termed
blazars, at Ohio University are presented. Specifically, we use the MDM observatory
on Kitt Peak, AZ, to study the long- and short-term variability of blazars in the
optical, and correlate such observations with simultaneous studies at radio, near-
infrared, X-ray, and gamma-rays in intensive multiwavelength observing campaigns.
I will focus on the role of undergraduate and graduate students in the observations,
data collection and reduction, and theoretical interpretation.

1Recent work on this program has been supported by NASA INTEGRAL GO sup-
port grant no. NNG06GD57G and Chandra GO support grant no. GO6-7101A.
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