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A Classroom Martian Rover TODD BROWN, KATRINA BROWN,
University of Pittsburg at Greensburg — Simulating actual space missions beyond
computer programs is a challenge for school programs. NASA’s current and highly
successful Mars Exploration Rovers allows for a classroom equivalent to be made
to provide an inexpensive and informative demonstration concerning the perils of
extreme off road navigation by remote control. The classroom rover provides an
additional opportunity for teachers to easily simulate the perils of alien terrain anal-
ysis, the need for stereo (3-D) vision as well as demonstrate the need for teamwork
and advance planning. I used a mock Mars Rover in my introductory natural sci-
ence course geared towards non-science majors at the University of Pittsburgh at
Greensburg. It provided a laboratory-like ending to my section about Solar System
exploration.
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