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Einstein’s Years in Switzerland

HANS S. PLENDL, FSU

Albert Einstein left Germany, the country of his birth, in 1894 and moved to Switzerland in 1895. He studied, worked and
taught there, except for a year’s stay in Prague, untill914. That year he returned to Germany, where he lived until his
emigration to the United States in 1933. In 1905, while living with his wife Mileva and their first son Hans Albert in Bern
and working as a technical expert at the Swiss Patent Office, he published his dissertation on the determination of molecular
dimensions, his papers on Brownian Motion that helped to establish the Kinetic Theory of Heat and on the Photo-Electric
Effect that validated the Quantum Theory of Light, and the two papers introducing the Special Theory of Relativity. How the
young Einstein could help to lay the foundations of these theories while still working on his dissertation, holding a full-time
job and helping to raise a family has evoked much discussion among his biographers. In this contribution, the extent to
which living within Swiss society and culture could have made this feat possible will be examined. Old and recent photos of
places in Switzerland where Einstein has lived and worked will be shown.



