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Effective Lesson Planning: Field Trips in the Science Curriculum1

C.R. RIEGER, Woodlawn Middle School, Baton Rouge, LA 70817 — Science field
trips can positively impact and motivate students. However, if a field trip is not
executed properly, with appropriate preparation and follow-up reinforcement, it can
result in a loss of valuable educational time and promote misconceptions in the
students. This study was undertaken to determine if a classroom lesson before an
out-of-the-classroom activity would affect learner gain more or less than a lesson after
the activity. The study was based on the immersive theater movie “Earth’s Wild
Ride” coupled with a teacher-led Power Point lesson. The participants in the study
were students in a sixth grade physical science class. The order of lessons showed
no detectable effect on final learner outcomes. Based on pre- and post-testing,
improvement in mean learning gain came from the teacher-led lesson independent
of the movie. The visit to the immersive theater, however, had significant positive
effects that did not show up in the quantitative results of the testing.
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