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Since World War II, physicists have been involved in various aspects of national life. The roles played have included: 1) Pure
or applied researcher, 2) Advisor to policy makers, and 3) Congressman. Today there are many challenges and questions
that the United States faces and scientists, physicists included, are often asked on how these challenges should be addressed.
In addressing these concerns what is the “proper” role that scientists should play? Do scientists even know what the possible
roles are? This talk will briefly address the possible roles that scientists play and what other avenues of input go into the
making of policy.


