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CHANDRA TURPEN, University of Maryland, College Park

In response to policy documents calling for dramatic changes in pre-medical and biology education [1-3], the physics and
biology education research groups at the University of Maryland are rethinking how to teach physics to life science majors. As
an interdisciplinary team, we are drastically reconsidering the physics topics relevant for these courses. We are designing new
in-class tasks to engage students in using physical principles to explain aspects of biological phenomena where the physical
principles are of consequence to the biological systems. We will present examples of such tasks as well as preliminary data on
how students engage in these tasks. Lastly, we will share some barriers encountered in pursuing meaningful interdisciplinary
education.
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