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Site Selection for the Southern Utah Observatory DAVID KIEDA,
R. WAYNE SPRINGER, PAOLO GONDOLO, STEPHAN LEBOHEC, PAUL
RICKETTS, CHRIS ZIMMER1, University of Utah Department of Physics — Dur-
ing 2007-2008, the University of Utah performed a survey of various high-altitude
sites in southern Utah to select the site for the new 32” Southern Utah Observatory
telescope. The site survey process consisted of evaluation of weather and climate
databases as well as characterization of atmospheric seeing at each site over sev-
eral months using several automated SBIG Polaris monitors that were deployed at
selected sites. In this talk, I will describe the results of the site survey, including
atmospheric seeing measurement histories at several potential sites. I will also de-
scribe the final selected site and the timeline for construction and operation of the
telescope.

1Now at Brookhaven National Laboratory, Upton, NY
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